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TO: Members of the Consultative Group 
SUBJECT: Data Requirements of the CGIAR 
1. Members will recall that during the discussion of the draft 
TAC paper on priorities at International Centers Week, it was agreed 
that there was a need for an improved data base for the Consultative 
Group's work. Such information would not only help determine prior- 
ities for international agricultural research, but would also indicate 
potential returns from such research and help donors justify their 
contributions to that research. The Chairman asked that the staffs 
of FAO and the World Bank consider the matter and make recommendations 
for consideration by the Group at its meeting of November l-2, 1973. 
2. After a review of existing information and sources of data, 
the two agencies recommend that a working committee be established to b " '.,'& ca.rrji ?f.=&y.& fhe, .-itiqEstigat'i.n an.d- development of this subject. Be- 
fore the next meeting of the Group in the summer of 1974, the committee 
would be expected to recommend whether it is fess-ible to move forward 
in this matter; if it is, then the committee will be expected to make 
recommendations for the systematic eldboration and maintenance of de- 
sired data, defining what sort of information would be available and 
useful, recommending how to proceed with collecting and assessing it 
on a continuing basis, and gathering and interpreting such material as 
can by then be assessed. 
3. The committee would be composeti aI 6 cF representatives of t'he three 
co-sponsors of the Consultative Group: FAG > TUNDP and the Bank. In view 
of the extent of material and experience available to the United States 
Agency for International Development, that Agency would be invited to 
participate, as would representatives of any other Group member consider- 
ing that it has a special interest and capability in this subject. 
4. The information to be developed would relate, among other things, 
to three of the themes raised at the VZonsultative Group in its meeting of 
August, 1973: trends in donor aid for agricultural research in develop- 
ing countries; the agricultural research expenditures of the developing 
countries themselves; and some assessment of the rate of return, in terms 
of increased production, on investment in agricultural research. On the 
fourth theme (real cost and inflationary factors in the program which might 
be financed by the Group), the revised text of the TAC Chairman's draft 
Paper on Priorities is being circulated separately, giving some indication 
of the possible increase in CG-related research expenditures over the next 
several years and separating real and inflationary factors. 
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5. At this stage, Professor Robert Evenson of Yale University and 
Mr. William Jones of the Bank's Economic Development Institute have been 
asked to provide some interim information and assessment on data require- 
ments. The attached paper by Mr. Evenson (CG 73/4.1) presents informa- 
tion on the international agricultural research system. It relates 
particularly to investment patterns in agricultural research in developing 
countries, with some reference to contributions by donor countries and to 
the interrelation of national and international center research work. The 
paper also reviews the problems of improving the information system on 
this research and its impact on production. Mr. Jones's paper (CG 73/4.2) 
to be circulated shortly, refers more specifically to the benefits from 
investment in agricultural research and to research priorities in increas- 
ing food production. 
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